Week 8 - Diligence: Finding Joy in Laboring.

@ 30-Minute Bible Study - Interactive Teaching Plan

Theme: Diligence - Finding Joy in Laboring
Goal: To help learners understand biblical diligence as a Christ-like trait and how to practice it
daily with joy and vision.

€@ 0-5 min: Icebreaker - “What Would You Choose?”
Ask participants to respond to the following either in chat or aloud:

“Would you rather work long hours on something meaningful, or short hours on something easy
and boring?”
“Do you enjoy finishing a hard job well, or starting new ones with excitement?”

Transition Thought:
“Let’s explore why God calls us to diligence — not just hard work, but joyful, meaningful labor.”

€ 5-10 min: What Is Diligence?
Key Definitions:
e Diligence = Careful, consistent effort toward a goal.
e It’s not just working hard — it’s working smart, with a vision.
Ask:
e “Canyou think of a time when you worked hard but still didn’t feel satisfied?”
e “Haveyou experienced joy through steady effort?”
Key Verses:
e Proverbs 29:18 —“Where there is no vision, the people perish.”

e Ephesians 5:11-16 — Be wise and make the most of your time.

€9 10-15 min: Bible Examples of Diligence

Teach with storytelling:
J . Moses built the Tabernacle exactly as instructed.
. . Noah built the Ark over many years, despite ridicule.

. . Joshua was a steady leader, conquering the Promised Land with faithfulness
(Joshua 23:1-8, 14).



Ask the group:
e “What do these examples teach us about God’s heart for diligence?”

e “What keeps people from finishing what they start?”

9 15-20 min: Identifying Distractions and Vision Killers
Teach briefly:

o Diligence requires a clear vision (Scott, The Richest Man Who Ever Lived).

e Urgent things can drown out the important.

e Diligent people take time to pray, plan, prepare, and perform — not just rush.
Key Verse: Ezra 7:23 - “Do it diligently — exactly and earnestly.”

Discussion Prompt (small groups or chat):
“What are the distractions in your life that keep you from diligent focus?”

€ 20-25 min: Pitfalls - Laziness & Procrastination
Teach:
e Root causes of laziness:
o Self-centeredness — Proverbs 21:2; 26:16
o Foolishness - Proverbs 24:30-31
o Irresponsibility — Knowing what to do and avoiding it
Key Verse:
e Proverbs 13:12 — Hope deferred makes the heart sick (laziness delays fulfillment).
Ask:
e “Haveyou seen laziness affect a dream or calling in your life?”

e “What helps you overcome procrastination?”

€9 25-28 min: God’s Promises to the Diligent

Share these promises from Proverbs:
1. Profit: Prov. 14:23 - All labor brings profit
2. Wealth increase: Prov. 13:17 — Honest work builds wealth
3. Respect: Prov. 22:29 - Skillful diligence leads to influence

4. Fulfillment: Prov. 13:4 —The diligent are satisfied



5. Leadership: Prov. 12:24 - The diligent rule
6. Advantage: Prov. 21:5 - Diligent planning leads to success

Key Quote (Scott):
“If your career or marriage lacks fruit, ask if you're being diligent enough.”

€ 28-30 min: Reflection and Closing Prayer

Reflection Questions (show or read):
e Where have | lacked diligence?
e What’s one area God is calling me to press on and finish well?
e What’s my current vision from God?

Memory Verse:

“l press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” — Philippians
3:14

Closing Prayer:

“Lord, give me clarity of vision and the joy of finishing well. Help me be diligent in all You've
called me to, with wisdom, excellence, and persistence.”



