Grace Assembly of God Church Notes

Recap - Introduction
The Book of James- Practical Christian Living

Book of James is a letter which provides a practical guide for believers to
live out their life of faith every day.

Week-Wise Overview - Modules

WEEK 1 WEEK 2

James Chapter 1 - Living Out | James Chapter 2 - Faith in Action
Faith

WEEK 3 WEEK 4
James Chapter 3 - Taming the | James Chapter 4 - Submitting to
Tongue God
WEEK 5

James Chapter 5 - Patience in Suffering

James Chapter 1 Living Out Faith

Bible study on James 1, a chapter that provides essential teachings on faith,
endurance, wisdom, humility, and the essence of true religion.

Questions that will be answered through today’s Bible Study

1. Introduction and Greetings:

o How does James identify himself in the opening verse, and why is
this significant?

o Who are the "twelve tribes" James is writing to, and what might
their situation have been?

2. Faith and Endurance:

o Why does James encourage believers to consider trials as "pure
joyﬂ?

o How do trials and perseverance contribute to spiritual maturity?




3. Seeking Wisdom:
o What does James say about asking God for wisdom?
o Why is it important to ask in faith without doubting?
4. Humility in Poverty and Riches:

o How should believers in humble circumstances view their
situation?

o What warning does James give to the rich?
5. Trials and Temptations:
o What promise does James give to those who endure trials?

o Where does James say temptation comes from, and what are its
consequences?

6. God’s Good Gifts:
o How does James describe the nature of God’s gifts?

o What importance does James give to being born through God's
true word?

7. Listening and Doing:

o What practical advice does James give about listening, speaking,
and anger?

o How does James illustrate the difference between hearing and
doing the word?

8. True Religion:
o According to James, what makes religion pure and faultless?

o How can believers practice true religion in their daily lives?

Key Points and its Explanation
James 1:1 - Greetings from James

Comprehension:

This letter is authored by James, who identifies himself as a servant of God
and Jesus Christ. He addresses his letter to the "twelve tribes," referring to
Jewish believers scattered abroad.

Interpretation:
James, likely the brother of Jesus, emphasizes his humble position as a




servant, underscoring the importance of his message. The "twelve tribes"
symbolizes the entirety of the Jewish Christian community spread across
different regions.

Application:

Just as James humbly serves God, we should also serve God with humility
and dedication, no matter our role or position in life. Focus on being faithful
and committed in your everyday tasks, serving others selflessly and finding
ways to help those around you.

James 1:2-4 - Faith and Endurance

Comprehension:

James encourages believers to consider trials as opportunities for joy
(reference from Pastor Ivan’s message date 30th June) because trials test faith
and develop endurance, leading to spiritual maturity and completeness.

Interpretation:

Challenges and difficulties are expected, but they serve a purpose in
strengthening faith and building character. Endurance through faith results
in a mature and complete Christian life. (Don’t survive but thrive)

Application:

Embrace challenges with a positive attitude, seeing them as opportunities for
growth. Trust that enduring through faith will lead to a more complete and
fulfilled spiritual life.

James 1:5-8 - Asking for Wisdom

Comprehension:

Believers lacking wisdom should ask God, who gives generously without
rebuke. However, they must ask in faith without doubting, as doubt leads to
instability.

Interpretation:

God is generous and willing to provide wisdom to those who seek it sincerely.
Faith must be unwavering because divided loyalty results in instability and
ineffective prayer.

Application:
Seek wisdom through prayer with confidence and faith in God’s provision.
Avoid doubt and cultivate a single-minded devotion to God.




James 1:9-11 - The Poor and the Rich

Comprehension:

Poor believers should take pride in their high position in God’s eyes, while
rich believers should be humbled, as their wealth is temporary and will fade
away.

Interpretation:

God honours those who are humble regardless of their earthly status. Wealth
is transient, and true honour comes from spiritual humility and confidence
on God.

Application:
Value spiritual wealth over material wealth. Find contentment and pride in
your relationship with God rather than worldly possessions.

James 1:12-15 - Enduring Temptation

Comprehension:
Those who endure testing and temptation are blessed and will receive the
crown of life. Temptation comes from one’s own desires, leading to sin and
eventually death.

Interpretation:
Endurance in the face of temptation leads to spiritual reward. Temptation
originates within us, and unchecked desires result in sin, which leads to
spiritual death.

Application:
Stay vigilant against temptation, recognizing it as an internal struggle. Rely
on God’s strength to endure and overcome, focusing on the eternal reward of
faithfulness.

James 1:16-18 - God’s Good Gifts & Goodness

Comprehension:

James warns against being misled, affirming that every good gift is from God,
who is unchanging. God gave us new birth through His word, making us His
prized possession.

Interpretation:
God is the source of all goodness and is consistent and reliable. Believers are
reborn through God’s word and hold a special place in His creation.




Application:

Acknowledge and give thanks for the good things in life as gifts from God.
Embrace your identity as God’s prized possession and live according to His
word.

James 1:19-21 - Listening and Doing

Comprehension:

Believers are urged to be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to anger, as
human anger does not produce righteousness. They should rid themselves of
moral filth and humbly accept God’s word.

Interpretation:

Effective communication and self-control are essential for righteousness.
Anger hinders spiritual growth, and humility is needed to fully receive and
act on God’s word.

Application:

Practice active listening and restraint in speech and anger. Purge negative
influences from your life and embrace the transformative power of God’s word
with humility.

James 1:22-25 - Doing the Word

Comprehension:
Listening to God’s word without acting on it is self-deceptive. True blessing
comes from not just hearing but doing what God’s word says.

Interpretation:
Genuine faith is demonstrated through actions. Merely hearing the word is
insufficient; it must be put into practice for it to have a meaningful impact.

Application:

Commit to actively living out the teachings of the Bible. Reflect on your
actions to ensure they align with God’s word and make necessary changes to
embody your faith.

James 1:26-27 - True Religion

Comprehension:

James defines pure and genuine religion as controlling one’s tongue, caring
for orphans and widows, and keeping oneself from being corrupted by the
world.




Interpretation:

True religious practice involves self-discipline, compassionate actions, and
maintaining moral purity. It is about living out faith through love and
integrity.

Application:
Monitor your speech, showing kindness and restraint. Actively support and
care for those in need and strive to live a life untainted by worldly corruption.

Task based on Chapter 1 (Pick any 1 task of your choice)

1. Identify one area in your life where you often doubt or feel unstable.
Plan to address this by praying for wisdom and trusting God’s
guidance without wavering.

2. Memorize James 1:22: "Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive
yourselves. Do what it says." Reflect on its meaning and think of ways
to actively live out this verse daily.

3. Create inspiring quotes or one-liners based on key teachings from
James Chapter 1. These can be used as reminders, shared with friends,
or displayed as daily inspiration.

Proverbs 18:21 states that “The tongue has the power of life and death.”

~ Speaking positive affirmations rooted in Scripture helps us choose
words that bring life, encouragement, and hope.

1 I welcome challenges, knowing they strengthen my faith and build my
endurance.

1 With wisdom from God, I make decisions confidently and without doubt.
1 I am steadfast and resilient, growing into a mature and complete person

1 I am quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to anger, fostering peace
within and around me.

[1 I am blessed when I persevere under trial, for I will receive the crown of
life promised by God."




1 I put the word into practice, becoming a doer who is blessed in all I do.

[1 I look intently into the perfect law that gives freedom and continue in it,
finding true liberation and blessing.




